
 

 
 

 
 

Street Tree Inventory: 
Unimproved Right-of-Ways 

 
What’s going on here? 
Portland Parks & Recreation Urban Forestry is currently partnering with community members in 
Arbor Lodge, Brooklyn, Cathedral Park, Downtown, Piedmont, Portsmouth, Richmond, and 
Woodstock to map and measure all street trees and right-of-way trees in those neighborhoods. 
Urban Forestry would eventually like to map and measure every right-of-way tree in Portland. 
 
What qualifies as a street tree? 
Street trees are trees located in the City Right-of-Way. The City Right-of-Way is typically 
distinguished as the planting strip located between the sidewalk and the curb. However, 
sometimes a street will not have a curb and/or a sidewalk: we call these unimproved right-of-
ways. In these cases, there is still City Right-of-Way between the property line and the street. 
Trees that lie outside of the property line boundary but in the unimproved Right-of-Way are still 
considered street trees. See the picture below for an example.  
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How do we determine which trees to count in unimproved right-of ways? 
The width of the Right-of-Way varies from block to block throughout the City. In unimproved 
right-of-ways, it can be difficult to determine where the property line ends and the right-of-way 
begins. Therefore we are using 10 feet from the street as a rule of thumb for counting trees in 
unimproved right-of-ways as part of the street tree inventory. We will map and measure all trees 
within 10 feet of the street or roadway’s edge in unimproved right-of-ways.  
 
Why are we including trees in unimproved right-of-ways in the street tree inventory? 
Many neighborhoods in Portland have unimproved right-of-ways, especially in underserved 
areas of the city. We want to make sure all neighborhoods can participate in the Street Tree 
Inventory Project and benefit from the resources Urban Forestry is putting into this project.  
 
We also want to make sure these trees are included in our street tree inventory because they 
are technically street trees. All street trees are regulated by the City, but according to Portland 
City Code it is the adjacent property owner’s responsibility to care for right-of-way trees under 
the City’s management. Property owners must obtain a permit from Urban Forestry by calling 
503-823-4489 before any work can be done on street trees.  
 
What is the purpose of this project? 
The City of Portland has recognized a need to increase the number and diversity of trees on our 
city streets. These trees provide a range of benefits, including wildlife habitat, air quality 
improvement and storm water filtration. In addition, a substantial tree canopy over our city 
streets can help mitigate summer-time heat while beautifying our neighborhoods and increasing 
property values.  
 
Counting and measuring street trees will also provide invaluable information for our city’s urban 
planners by determining structure and composition of the overall “Urban Forest,” clarifying which 
neighborhoods could use more street trees and more tree diversity.  
 
Finally, this street tree inventory will help empower our community groups and neighborhood 
associations to make informed decisions regarding the management and stewardship of their 
urban forest. Following the inventory, each participating neighborhood will receive a thorough 
analysis and report for its street tree component, including tree distribution, species 
composition, potential stocking levels and net environmental benefits. Urban Forestry commits 
to partnering with the neighborhoods that have participated in the street tree inventory to 
complete stewardship projects initiated by the neighborhood in order to manage the urban 
forest.  
 
Can I get involved? 
Yes, we need your help! Volunteers are the driving force behind mapping the trees in Portland’s 
neighborhoods. For more information visit our website at: 
www.portlandoregon.gov/parks/treeinventory 
 
Contact Portland Parks & Recreation, Urban Forestry  
Phone: 503-823-4484 Email: treeinventory@portlandoregon.gov  


